
We want to wish everyone a happy 
beginning of Advent! We hope you 
enjoy the season preparing to 
celebrate Christ’s birth and time with 
your families. 
 
We also hope you remember those 
who are cold, homeless, and hungry. 
Donate to a charity, donate warm 

clothes or throw your change from 
Christmas shopping in the Salvation 
Army kettles. 
 
After we’ve all taken care of those 
who are less fortunate, we’d ask that 
you’d consider donating to our service 
as a form of Christmas present. Enjoy 
the season!   

Happy Advent! 
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Bible study with Trinity’s Youth 

When I (Andy) came to Frankfurt in 
March 2011 to interview with Trinity 
Lutheran, they were very clear that 
their highest priority was to have 
somebody lead a weekly youth Bible 
study. Over the past 15 months, this 
has been my top priority and what a 
joyful priority!  
 
My first Bible study with the youth in 
2011, I didn’t know if I’d have two 
people, twelve or none. I ended up 
with eight. From the outset, I felt this 
was going to be a great group. Now I 
know I am blessed to have a group 
who are simply outstanding examples 
of how Christian youth should be in a 
church. 
 
Last year’s studies were usually 
topical, such as spiritual gifts or the 
Body of Christ. We’d look at 
corresponding Bible passages. I was 
amazed by their insight. They asked 
excellent questions, they could see 
how the Bible applied to their lives. 
They were eager and hungry to learn 
and grow.  
 

They were so eager that their 
feedback last spring was more Bible! 
So in September, we worked through 
10 of Jesus’ parables. In October and 
November, we worked through 
Genesis, its themes and its 
characters. They even each led 5-10 
minute discussions on a minor 
character from Genesis! 
 
I am continually amazed by this 
group as a community. They regularly 
volunteer to be ushers and readers in 
the church services. They serve as 
examples to their school peers and to 
the younger children at church. This 
group is special. I know already I am 
going to miss them terribly when we 
leave next summer, but I also know 
they will be in good hands simply 
being with each 
other. 
 

The youth 
also know 

how to have 
a fun at a 

lock-in. 
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“…be constant in prayer.”  

  Romans 12:12 

Pray for: 

 Andy’s father is having knee 

surgery on Dec. 13; 

 Our safe travels to Prague this 

weekend for a missionary 

gathering; and 

 Our relationships built through 

our work and community. 

Thanks for: 

 Our home Bible study group; 

 Our Thanksgiving holiday; and 

 Andy passed his Greek exam! 

Supporting the Joneses  

PRAYER 
This goes both ways. We have a prayer list right over there. ——> 
If there is any particular way we can keep you in our prayers, let us 
know. Also, download our prayer card at www.lcms.org/jones. 
 
SUPPORT US  
If you know an individual or a church who would be blessed by     
supporting us, feel free to pass along this newsletter and our contact 
information - we’d love to chat!   
Online: Visit www.lcms.org/jones to make a tax-deductible gift 
online. Click the “Give Now” button.  
By Mail: Send a check payable to LCMS World Mission, write “Jones-
Germany” in the memo and send to: 

LCMS World Mission 
PO Box 790089 
St. Louis, MO 63179-0089 

 
Service Opportunities 
If you would like to serve short or long-term, check out  
lcms.org/service.       
    Thanks for reading! 

    Andy and Stephanie 

Finding My Place 

When we lived in Turkey, I (Stephanie) knew my 
place. I was an English teacher, I was a GEO mission-
ary that was sent to build relationships and share 
my faith. It wasn’t always easy, there were tears 
and prayers, but I knew. 
 
In Germany, where was my role is usually more   
indirect,  I have struggled in a different way. While I 
love, love, love what I do, I often feel like I was miss-
ing something.  Luckily, it doesn’t have to be in my 
job description for me to build relationships and I 
have a community here to build relationships with!  
 
Living in Frankfurt, Germany, with its very distinctly 
international population, has given me many people 
to interact with. Please allow me to introduce a few: 
 
-Frau Ayten (Mrs. Ayten): Frau Ayten and her hus-
band are the groundskeepers of Trinity Lutheran. 
They live above the church in an apartment and 
tend to keep to themselves. They’re also Turkish. 
Frau Ayten and I naturally clicked because we both 
love all things Turkish: talking about the people, the 
food and the places.  
- Irena: One of our neighbor’s, Irena is a single,    
divorced woman who loves to host themed-parties. 

Her most frequent are her Partylite parties (think 
Tupperware, but with candles). As my German 
speaking ability has slowly grown, we’ve been able 
to chat more and more, and she is always curious 
about what brought us to the little village we live in 
outside of Frankfurt.  
- Siva: Although I claim not to be a musical person, I 
have played handbells at Trinity Lutheran ever since 
arriving last fall. This year, our group was joined by 
Siva who is a coworker of other ringers. Siva is from 
India and also named after one of the three main 
Hindu gods. Our handbells group loves to joke 
around and Siva fit in very quickly. He nevertheless 
has started coming to church with his coworkers, 
even when handbells isn’t playing a service.  
 
These people remain in my heart, and I hope you 
will include my relationships with them in your 
prayers. 
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